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1st November 2022           
Dear Sir George, 
 
Thank you for your email of 22nd September to the Rt Hon. Ranil Jayawardena MP, on behalf 
of your constituents, about Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). I am replying as the Minister 
responsible for this policy area. 

 
By law, the deposition of material at sea requires a marine licence, and everyone should act 
within the law. The licensing regulations are set out to protect our marine environment and 
ensure the safety of those using our seas. Actions taken by Greenpeace in the South West 
Deeps (East) MPA are subject to a live investigation by the independent regulator, the 
Marine Management Organisation, and Defra is therefore unable to comment further on 
Greenpeace’s activities. 

 
The United Kingdom is at the forefront of marine protection. We have built a comprehensive 
network of MPAs, now covering 40% of English waters, and are focusing on making sure 
they are protected properly. 

 
All sites are protected through the planning consents and licensing regimes that cover 
activities such as dredging for aggregates and constructing offshore wind farms. In addition, 
98 MPAs in English inshore waters already have byelaws in place to protect sensitive 
features from damaging bottom towed gear. 

 
Using new powers provided by the Fisheries Act 2020, we are now able to properly manage 
fishing in England’s 40 offshore MPAs, where necessary. In June 2022, the use of damaging 
fishing gear was prohibited in the first four offshore MPAs and a call for evidence has been 
completed for a further 13 MPAs ahead of public consultation on draft byelaws for those 
sites. We have an ambitious programme in place to protect all English offshore sites from 
damaging fishing activity by the end of 2024.  

 
Not all fishing activity needs to be managed in MPAs, just those activities that would damage 
the protected habitats and species for which MPAs have been designated.  
 
All licences issued for vessels to fish in British waters have conditions attached specifying 
what they can fish for and where and have various restrictions attached.  
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Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you need further information. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Rt. Hon. Mark Spencer MP 

 


